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Study of Recommendations From the 9/11 Commission
There were 41 specific recommendations from the 9/11 Commission. You can find a succinct list of the 9/11 Commission Reports recommendations at the Wikipedia site (While Wikipedia is not considered a reliable source for serious research, it often does a good job of summarizing information and, in this case, presents a succinct summary of the 9/11 Commission’s recommendations.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Now that some time has passed since they were recommended, it is worth looking back at this list to gauge what has been done, what hasn’t, and what has been ignored. Study the recommendations from the 9/11 Commission and explain how counterterrorism in the Post September 11, 2001 era is adapting to new fronts in the global war on terrorism. Base on the 10 recommendation below, draft a 6-7 pages paper in APA format (work cited page does not count) that addresses the following questions:
1. Which of the recommendations have been successfully implemented, which haven’t, and most importantly, why?
2. Which of the recommendations have been most effective in keeping the nation safe; which have been least effective?
3. If you could make one change to each recommendation to improve its effectiveness, what would the changes be, and why?

	9/11 Commission Recommendations
	Executive/Administrative Action May Be Sufficient
	Legislation Required

	Terrorist Sanctuaries
	
	

	Identify and prioritize terrorist sanctuaries (p.2)
	X
	

	Aid to Pakistan (p.2)
	
	X

	Commitment to Afghanistan (p.3)
	X
	X

	Relationship with Saudi Arabia (p.3)
	X
	

	Roots of Terrorism
	
	

	Moral leadership (p.4)
	X
	

	Take stand against countries that do not respect our principles (p.4)
	X
	

	Resources for Broadcasting Board of Governors (p.5)
	
	X

	Rebuild scholarship, exchange, and library programs (p.5)
	X
	

	Support International Youth Opportunity Fund (p.6)
	X
	

	Economic policies to counter terrorism (p.6)
	X
	X




1. The U.S. government must identify and prioritize actual or potential terrorist sanctuaries. For each, it should have a realistic strategy to keep possible terrorists insecure and, on the run, using all elements of national power. We should reach out, listen to, and work with other countries that can help.
Document Page Number: 367, PDF Page Number: 385, View in context: page, section, chapter
2. If Musharraf stands for enlightened moderation in a fight for his life and for the life of his country, the United States should be willing to make hard choices too, and make the difficult long-term commitment to the future of Pakistan. Sustaining the current scale of aid to Pakistan, the United States should support Pakistan's government in its struggle against extremists with a comprehensive effort that extends from military aid to support for better education, so long as Pakistan's leaders remain willing to make difficult choices of their own.
Document Page Number: 369, PDF Page Number: 387, View in context: page, section, chapter
3. The President and the Congress deserve praise for their efforts in Afghanistan so far. Now the United States and the international community should make a long-term commitment to a secure and stable Afghanistan, in order to give the government a reasonable opportunity to improve the life of the Afghan people. Afghanistan must not again become a sanctuary for international crime and terrorism. The United States and the international community should help the Afghan government extend its authority over the country,with a strategy and nation-by-nation commitments to achieve their objectives.
Document Page Number: 370, PDF Page Number: 388, View in context: page, section, chapter
4. The problems in the U.S.-Saudi relationship must be confronted, openly. The United States and Saudi Arabia must determine if they can build a relationship that political leaders on both sides are prepared to publicly defend -- a relationship about more than oil. It should include a shared commitment to political and economic reform, as Saudis make common cause with the outside world. It should include a shared interest in greater tolerance and cultural respect, translating into a commitment to fight the violent extremists who foment hatred.
Document Page Number: 374, PDF Page Number: 392, View in context: page, section, chapter
5. The U.S.government must define what the message is, what it stands for. We should offer an example of moral leadership in the world, committed to treat people humanely, abide by the rule of law, and be generous and caring to our neighbors. America and Muslim friends can agree on respect for human dignity and opportunity. To Muslim parents, terrorists like Bin Ladin have nothing to offer their children but visions of violence and death. America and its friends have a crucial advantage -- we can offer these parents a vision that might give their children a better future. If we heed the views of thoughtful leaders in the Arab and Muslim world, a moderate consensus can be found.
Document Page Number: 376, PDF Page Number: 394, View in context: page, section, chapter
6. Where Muslim governments, even those who are friends, do not respect these principles, the United States must stand for a better future. One of the lessons of the long Cold War was that short-term gains in cooperating with the most repressive and brutal governments were too often outweighed by long-term setbacks for America's stature and interests.
Document Page Number: 376, PDF Page Number: 394, View in context: page, section, chapter
7. Just as we did in the Cold War, we need to defend our ideals abroad vigorously. America does stand up for its values. The United States defended, and still defends, Muslims against tyrants and criminals in Somalia, Bosnia, Kosovo, Afghanistan, and Iraq. If the United States does not act aggressively to define itself in the Islamic world, the extremists will gladly do the job for us. Recognizing that Arab and Muslim audiences rely on satellite television and radio, the government has begun some promising initiatives in television and radio broadcasting to the Arab world, Iran, and Afghanistan. These efforts are beginning to reach large audiences. The Broadcasting Board of Governors has asked for much larger resources. It should get them. The United States should rebuild the scholarship, exchange, and library programs that reach out to young people and offer them knowledge and hope. Where such assistance is provided, it should be identified as coming from the citizens of the United States.
Document Page Number: 377, PDF Page Number: 395, View in context: page, section, chapter
8. The U.S. government should offer to join with other nations in generously supporting a new International Youth Opportunity Fund. Funds will be spent directly for building and operating primary and secondary schools in those Muslim states that commit to sensibly investing their own money in public education.
Document Page Number: 378, PDF Page Number: 396, View in context: page, section, chapter
9. A comprehensive U.S.strategy to counter terrorism should include economic policies that encourage development, more open societies, and opportunities for people to improve the lives of their families and to enhance prospects for their children's future.
Document Page Number: 379, PDF Page Number: 397, View in context: page, section, chapter
10. The United States should engage other nations in developing a comprehensive coalition strategy against Islamist terrorism. There are several multilateral institutions in which such issues should be addressed. But the most important policies should be discussed and coordinated in a flexible contact group of leading coalition governments. This is a good place, for example, to develop joint strategies for targeting terrorist travel, or for hammering out a common strategy for the places where terrorists may be finding sanctuary.
Document Page Number: 379, PDF Page Number: 397, View in context: page, section, chapter
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